This is a personal reflection on a missionary journey in Papua New Guinea (PNG),
focusing on the challenges faced due to water scarcity and the blessings
experienced through community support and faith. It narrates her joyful
acceptance of a mission assignment in Rabaul PNG, and the journey toward
securing a sustainable water source for their garden and skills training center.

A Dream come true, a blessing ...
"Thank you Lord for the gift of Water in our Garden.”

Mission Assignment and Community Welcome

After having lived and worked for 17 years at Korobosea, National Capital District, | was
recalled to the Philippines for a mission assignment. It did not take long, and | was re-
assigned back to Papua New Guinea (PNG) and this time to our new foundation in Rabaul.
To this | said, YES, without reservation because | learned to love PNG, its people and its
culture and | love to work in a mission country.

We started our mission there on September 30, 2020, with Concepcion Canofero
accompanied Yolanda Pugal, the PNG Cluster Coordinator then. They were warmly
welcomed by the then Archbishop Francesco Panfilo, SDB who persistently invited us to
Rabaul to share our Charism in the periphery and to help the people. The Sisters spent
their time knowing the people, visiting the 6 Zones with joy and commitment and talking
to their leaders which was a beautiful start for our missionary work.

The local community welcomed our project to empower women and youth from the
different villages through the St. Joseph Skills Training Center that we initially established
under the community house. In 2021, Genelyn Caminian and | arrived at lawakaka to form
the community with Concepcion, and we felt welcomed by the Parish Priest and the
people.

The official welcome for the SSJ Community took place on May 30, 2021, with a Palnapidic,
a very sacred Tolai symbol of solidarity and communion with the people. Yolanda was
present in this celebration to be with us.

On May 31, 2021, we had the Celebration of the Holy Eucharist and the Blessing of the
Training Center by the newly installed Archbishop of Rabaul, Archbishop Rochus Josef
Tatamai, MSC, DD, CMS. In his speech after the blessing, he asked the people, particularly
the community of lawakaka and the whole Parish of St. Joseph the Worker, to welcome
us, support us in our mission and to respect us. This included not only the Sisters but also
our staff, trainees and those who come to our place. The people kept their commitment
to the Archbishop up until now.

Water Scarcity, Discovery and Installation of Water Source

Even before arriving at Rabaul, | was already told that we shall be totally depending on
rainwater. This is not new to me because we also depended on rainwater in the Diocese
of Bereina while running our training program. It was not easy, but we managed. Knowing
this, I began was wishing and asking God deep in my heart, that we will be able to discover
an area in our compound where we can find a source of water for our skills training and
for our garden.



The problem of water exists! This situation is experienced strongly during the dry season
when there is not even a drop of rain for some months. These are moments that God'’s
Providence is very alive through the overseas Filipino workers who would generously
supply us with water from where they live and work, which is a distance from us.

This situation is repeatedly happening, year in and year out. Therefore, in my heart, |
continued dreaming that someday, we shall find a spot in our garden for possible water
supply. God in his own time, taught us how to wait and to experience the daily life of the
people who fetch water for drinking and cooking at the nambis (beachside).

This year (2026), God inspired us to ask the help to spot water within our area. Our driver,
Sam, has a son, Austin, Grade 5, who has the gift to detect possible source of water with
his rod. He came to our place and discovered that there us a wide stream of water right at
the middle of our garden. Sam drilled the ground to insert the water pipes with the help
of his boys.

Blessing and Gratitude for Water Flow

After many days of hard work coupled with our novena prayer to the Holy Spirit, the work
is done and lo and behold, there was this gush of water flowing from the pipe! What a gift
from God! We thank God for Sam and his boys and Tovot who worked hard to make this
dream become a reality.

We continue to thank God for the many blessings we are experiencing in our Nazareth —
lawakaka Village. For Your faithful love, O Lord, thank you now and forever.
Elma Tuzon, ssj







